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What is Redistricting
Definition

Redistricting is the process of adjusting district lines every 
10 years after the release of the U.S. Census. The well-
known examples are Congress and the legislature.

Within the U.S., redistricting has become an extremely 
politicized process and has been the subject of more high-
profile Supreme Court decisions than any other part of 
our elections system. 



Traditional Redistricting Principles

There are a number of criteria that have been used 
nationally and upheld by courts.

• Relatively equal size – people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function
•Maintain “communities of interest”
• Follow city/county/local government lines

Preventing a Redistricting from Becoming a Gerrymander



Communities of Interest

A community of interest includes ethnic and language 
minorities and other groups.

Communities covered by the Voting Rights Act
• Latinos
• Asians
• African Americans

While race is a community of interest, it cannot be the 
predominant factor in drawing districts.

Bringing like-minded people together for representation



Fair Maps Act (2019)

Starting in 2020, cities and counties doing redistricting have 
additional criteria they must follow under the California Fair Maps 
Act. This becomes a “best practice” for all agencies.

• Process/transparency when conducting redistricting

• Not using incumbent or candidate residence as a Community 
of Interest

• Not drawing districts to advantage a political party

These rules do not currently apply directly to college districts, but 
redistricting best practices will likely push most agencies to voluntarily 
adopting them.

Preventing a Districting from Becoming a Gerrymander
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Los Rios Community College District Redistricting Process

Next Steps

• Redistricting Partners will create draft maps for 
review in January and would like the board to 
provide any feedback as to where changes might 
be made. 



Los Rios Community College District Redistricting Process

Timeline for Upcoming Meetings

• December 15th, 2021 Redistricting Basics

• January 12th, 2022 Presentation of Draft Maps

• February 16th, 2022 Final Vote on Draft Maps
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